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COMPLAINT

Plaintiff 1: People’s Government of Wuhan Municipality, Hubei
Province, People’s Republic of China. Domicile: No. 188 Yanjiang
Avenue, Jiangan District, Wuhan, Hubei Province, People’s Republic of

China.
Legal Representative: Sheng Yuechun, Mayor.

Plaintiff 2: Chinese Academy of Sciences. Domicile: No. 52 Sanlihe
Road, Xicheng District, Beijing, People’s Republic of China.Unified

Social Credit Code: 1210000000001471XN.
Legal Representative: Hou Jianguo, President.

Plaintiff 3: Wuhan Institute of Virology of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences. Domicile: No. 44 Xiaohongshanzhongqu, Shuiguohu Road,

Wuchang District, Wuhan, Hubei Province, People’s Republic of China.
Legal Representative: Wang Yanyi, Director General.

Defendant 1: The State of Missouri, the United States of America.

Domicile: State Capital, Room 216, Jefferson City, MO 65102, US.
Representative: Mike Kehoe, Governor.

Defendant 2: Eric S. Schmitt. Male. Citizen of the United States of
America. Former Missouri Attorney General of the United States of

America, curreﬁt Senator of Missouri of the United States of America.



Domicile: 260 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510,

US.

Defendant 3: Andrew T. Bailey. Male. Citizen of the United States of
America. Current Missouri Attorney General of the United States of
America. Domicile: Missouri Attorney General’s Office, Supreme Court

Building, 207 W. High St., US.
Claims:

1. To rule three Defendants to cease the infringement upon Plaintiffs’

reputation rights.

2. To rule three Defendants to issue public apologies on New York
Times, CNN, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, YouTube and other
American media or internet platforms, and People’s Daily, Xinhuanet and
other Chinese media or internet platforms, and to bear civil liabilities of

eliminating adverse effects and rehabilitating the reputation of Plaintiffs.

3. To rule three Defendants to compensate jointly and severally the
economic losses of Plaintiffs caused by the Defendants’ infringement

upon reputation rights ,f totaling 356.437 billion Chinese Yuan. ‘|

4. To rule three Defendants to bear the case acceptance fee, expert
appraisal fee, assessment fee, translation fee, attorey’s fee, and other

reasonable fees incurred from this case.



Statement of Facts and Legal Basis:

On April 21, 2020, the State of Missouri of the United States of America
(hereinafter referred to as “US”) filed a vexatious lawsuit about
COVID-19 spread and Chinese state acts to the United States District
Court for the Eastern District of Missouri Southeastern Division
(hereinafter referred to as “Missouri Court”) against the People’s
Republic of China, the Communist Party of China, National Heaith
Commission of the People’s Repﬁblic of China, Ministry of Emergency
Management of the People’s Republic of China, Ministry of Civil Affairs
of the People’s Republic of China, People’s Government of Hu‘ﬁei
Province, People’s Government of Wuhan Municipality, Wuhan Institute
of Virology of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, and Chinese Academy
of Sciences. During the process of promoting and implementing such
vexatious litigation, Eric S. Schmitt, as then Missouri Attorney General,
fabricated numerous disinformation, provided fictional evidenceé of the
losses and slandered various disinformation of China, including
obstructing COVID-19 origin investigation, covering up the COVID-19
information, and hoarding and monopolizing personal protective
equipment and so on. After Eric S. Schmitt became the Senator of
Missouri in January of 2023, Andrew T. Bailey as the Missouri Attorney
General has spared no efforts to persistently promote the vexatious
litigation and wantonly present fake trial exhibits during the hearing of
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‘the litigation. Andrew T. Bailey have released the news from the Office
of the Missouri Attorney General, claiming that they “secured a historic
$ 24 billion judgment” and “intend to collect every penny by seizing

Chinese-owned assets™ in Missouri.

On March 7, 2025, the Missouri Court made the judgment (Case No.:
1:20-cv-00099-SNLJ), ruling Chinese parties to pay compensatory
damages in an amount of 24,488,825457.00 US Dollars and
post-judgment interest. The State of Missouri fabricates and disseminates
disinformation by means of implementing such vexatious- litigation,
which have defamed Plaintiffs’ reputation, resﬁlting in huge economic
losses of the Plaintiffs, and deeply endangering sovereignty, security and
development interests of China. Eric S. Schmitt is the major contriver,
promoter, and implementer, so is Andrew T. Bailey. The promotion and
implementation of such vexatious litigation by the State of Missouri, Eric
S. Schmitt and Andrew T. Bailey constitutes “endangering the
sovereignty, security and development interests of China by means of
promoting and implementing litigation” prescribed in Article 19 of the
Provisions on Implementation of the Anti-foreign Sanctions Law of the
People's Republic of China, which is an exception to immunity as
provided in Article 9 of the Foreign State Immunity Law of the People's
Republic of China. People’s Government of Wuhan Municipality,

Chinese Academy of Sciences, and Wuhan Institute of Virology of the



Chinese Academy of Sciences, as the defendants of the vexatious
litigation, have suffered serious damages to their reputation rights
resulting in significant economic losses. In order to protect legitimate
rights and interests, Plaintiffs now file this lawsuit in accordance with the

laws.

1. Three Defendants, through implementing the malicious vexatious
litigation, fabricating enormous disinformation, and spreading
stigmatizing and discriminating slanders, have infringed Plaintiffs’

reputation rights .

The COVID-19 pandemic stands as the fastest-spreading and most
extensive global health crisis that humanity has faced in a century. It is
also the most challenging public health emergency to contain and manage
since the 1918 flu pandemic.. China has suffered tremendously but has
contributed generously to the global efforts to combat COVID-19. As
soon as cases of pneumonia of unknown cause were identified in Wuhan
~ City, Hubei Province, China promptly reported the situation, acted
immediately to conduct investigations and to s.top the spread of the
disease. China has always acted with openness, transparency and
responsibility. China has sent updates on the pandemic to the
international community at the earliest time possible, and called for
fighting COVID-19 through solidarity and cooperation with the

international community. With these strategic achievements, China has
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protected its people’s lives, safety and health, and made a significant
contribution to safeguarding regional and global public health. The
international society, including the US, has made positive comments on
efforts to combat COVID-19 taken by China, including Wuhan which
suffered the most from the COVID-19. China has assisted in the global
fight against COVID-19 with all resources available. In 2020, Chinese.
government, including Plaintiff 1, organized 38 medical expert teams and
sent them to 34 countries to assist in pandemic control. Since 2020, China
has sent more than 3,000 medical workers in 176 tcams on foreign aid
missions to 57 countries. From January 2020 to May 2022, Chiha donated
COVID-19 response supplies to 15 international organizations and 153
countries, including the US. However, three Defendants have attempted
to politicize and stigmatize the COVID-19, manipulate oﬂgin-traéing as a
tool, slander groundlessly of China (including Plaintiffs) covering up the
péndemic information and hoarding personal protective equipment, and
ignore Chinese tremendous contribution to fight COVID-19. Three
Defendants, through fabricating disinformation and faking losses, have
promotéd, implemented, hyped up and spread the vexatious litigation, and
shifted responsibility to cover up their own botched anti-pandemic
measures. Numerous openly-available information have proved that three
Defendants’ acts through malicious and vexatious litigation are totally

defamation and libel, and have seriously infringed Plaintiffs’ reputation



rights , causing profound and extremely enormous losses to Plaintiffs.

2. Three Defendants’ acts through the vexatious litigation have
caused severe damages to reputation and huge economic losses to
Plaintiffs, and three Defendants shall bear relevant legal liability

according to laws,

Three Defendants’ acts through the vexatious litigation have spread
globally through Internet platforms and media from varicus nations,
deeply haﬁned the reputation in international society aé well as security
and development benefits of Plaintiff 1 as a government of a nation,
causing all-round negative effects on soft power of Plaintiff 1 sucﬁ as city
image,. business environment, industrial and supply chains, product
imports and exports, talent introduction, technology cooperation,
enterprises development, etc., and resulting in huge economic losses
including fiscal revenue decrease and fiscal expenditure increase.
Plaintiff 2 is a leading research institution of China in natufal science area
énd Plaintiff 3 is an academic subdivision of Plaintiff 2. Both Plaintiff 2
and Plaintiff 3 enjoy broad influence and high reputation and recognition
across and abroad China. The acts of three Defendants have belittled the
social evaluation, status in profession and academic influence of Plaintiff

2 and Plaintiff 3, adversely affected their international cooperation,



blocked productivity and commercialization of scientific and
technological achievements, causing sérious denigration to brand value
and academic reputation. Three Defendants’ joint acts of damaging
reputation rights cause economic losses of Plaintiffs for over 356.437
billion Chinese Yuan as per the assessment. Three Ijefendants shall bear
the lability of ceasing the infringement, climinating adverse effects,
rehabilitating reputation, extending apologies and compensating losses

jointly and severally.

In accordance with Article 2 of the Notice of the Supreme People’s Court
on Procedural Matters Relating to Civil Cases Involving Foreign State
Immﬁﬁity, Wuhan Int;rmediate People’s Court of Hubei Province shall
have “the jurisdiction of this case. For securing legal benefits, in
accordance with Article 9 of the Foreign State Immunity Law of the
People's Republic of China and Article 110, 120, 995, 1024, 1165, 1168
and 1169 of the Civil Code of the People's Republic of China, Plaintiffs

file this lawsnit and plead to uphold all claims of Plaintiffs.

To be clear, three Defendants’ joint tortious acts have caused severe and
enduring impacts on Plaintiffs, Plaintiffs reserve the right to claim further

compensation.

Respectfully submitted to



Wuhan Intermediate People’s Court of Hubei Province, People’s

Republic of China

Plaintiff 1: People’s Government of Wuhan Municipality, Hubei

Province, People’s Republic of China
Plaintiff 2: Chinese Academy of Sciences
Plaintiff 3: Wuhan Institute of Virology of Chinese Academy of Sciences

April 30, 2025
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Third set of evidence: The evidence of rebutting the three Defendants’ allegation that the Plaintiffs “hindered
the investigation of the COVID-19 pandemic’s origin”

Fourth set of evidence: The evidence of rebutting the three Defendants’ allegation that the Plaintiffs
“suppressed information about the existence, scope and human-to-human transmissibility of COVID-19"
Fifth set of evidence: The evidence of rebutting the three Defendants’ allegation that the Plaintiffs “hoarded
and monapolized personal protective equipment”

Sixth set of evidence: The evidence of rebutting the three Defendants’ allegation that the COVID-19 was from
Wuhan

PART 1l

Purpose of proof: The three Defendants’ tortious acts have caused damages to the Plaintiffs’ reputation rights
and substantial economic losses to the Plaintiffs.
Seventh set of evidence: The damages to the Plaintiffs’ reputation rights
Eighth set of evidence: The economic losses suffered by the Plaintiffs

_ PART IV :
Purpose of proof: The Plaintiffs incurred reasonable expenses for the purpose of preventing the Defendants’
tortious acts.
Ninth set of evidence: The reasonable expenses incurred
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The People’'s Republic of China
Intermediate People's Court
Wuhan Municipality, Hubei Province
NOTICE TO PRODUCE EVIDENCE

The State of Missouri, the United States of America:

This court has accepted and filed the case on the
disputes over reputation rights infringement between the
Plaintiffs, People’s Government of Wuhan Municipality,
Hubei Province, People’s Republic of China, Chinese
Academy of Sciences and Wuhan Institute of Virology of
the Chinese Academy of Sciences v. the Defendants, The
State of Missouri, the United States of America, Eric S.
Schmitt, Andrew T. Bailey. This Court, in accordance with
the Provisions of the Civil Procedure Law of the People’s
Republic of China and Several Provisions of the Supreme
People’s Court on Evidence in Ciw’/ Procedures of the
People’s Republic of China, stipula}tes that you shall

=

§ from the

produce evidence to this Court withinj “manth
day this notice is recieved, and will assume_relevant
adverse consequence in case of late submission. The
relevant matters concerning evidence submission in the

litigation are hereby notified as follows:



I .Parties must provide evidence to support any facts
related to their claims or to refute the opposing party’s
claims. If there is insufficient or no evidence to prove the
claims, the party with the burden of proof will face adverse

consequences.

II . When providing evidence to the People's Court,
parties should provide the original or the physical object. If
they need to keep the original or the physical object or
have difficulties in providing them, they can provide copies

or reproductions verified by the People's Court, -

Il.Where the documentary evidence, certificates and
evidence regarding identity relations provided by the
parties to the People's Court are formed outside the
territory of the People's Republic of China, they shall be
notarized by a notary organ of the country where they are
located and authenticated by the Chinese Embassy or
Consulate in that country, or the preocedures for proof as
stipulated in the relevant treaties concluded between
China and the country concerned shall be fulfilled
(Notarized documents are created in countries which have
joined the Convention Abolishing the Requirement of
Legalisation for Foreign Public Documents need only be
accompanied by an attachment certificate as per the

Convention’s requirements, without the need for



authentication). Where a party provides foreign
documentary evidence or explanatory materials in a
foreign language to the People’s Court, it shall be

accompanied by a Chinese translation.

IV. Parties must categorize and number each evidence
material they submit, briefly explain its source, purpose,
and content, sign and seal it, and note the submission
date.in addition to submitting to the court, parties should
provide copies of evidence materials consistent in content
to other parties. After submitting evidence, parties can
request trial personnel to sign the evidence submission
register form for confirmation. During the trial, litigation
documents used by parties must match those submitted

pre - trial; otherwise, they won't be accepted.

V. The parties shall submit evidence materials to the
People's Court within the evidentiary deadline specified in
this notice. If the parties fail to submit evidence materials
within the evidentiary deadline, it will be deemed as a
waiver of the right to present evidence. If the parties
encounter difficulties in submitting evidence materials
within the evidentiary deadline, they shall apply to the
People’s Court for an extension of the deadline within the
said period. The decision on whether to grant the

extension shall be made by the People’s Court in



accordance with the law.

VI.A party applying fto present a witness shall submit
the application 10 déys before the evidentiary deadline
specified in this notice, subject to the court's approval. The
witness shall attend the court proceedings to testify and be

subject to cross - examination by the parties.

Date:2025.05.07
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The People’s Republic of China
Intermediate People’s Court
Wuhan Municipality, Hubei Province
NOTICE TO RESPONSE TO ACTION

(2025) E 01 Min Chu No. 173

The State of Missouri, the United States of America:

This Court has accepted and filed the case on
reputation rights infringement between the Plaintiffs,
People’s Government of Wuhan Municipality, Hubei
Province, People’s Republic of China, Chinese Academy of
Sciences and Wuhan Institute of Virology of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences v. the Defendants, The State of
Missouri, the United States of America, Eric S. Schmitt,
Andrew T. Bailey on May 7, 2025. The case number is (2025)
E 01 Min Chu No. 173. In accordance with the law, we are
serving the copy of the complaint and notify the relevant
matters as follows:

i. During the litigation proc'ess, the parties must
exercise their litigation rights in accordance with the law,
comply with the litigation order, and fulfill their litigation
obligations. |

[l. The defendant shall submit a defense statement to

this Court within three months after receiving the copy of



the complaint, and provide copies according to the number
of the opposing parties.

lIl. If the party is a natural person, he/she shall submit
copies of identity card or passport; if the party is a legal
person or other organization, he/she shall submit relevant
materials that can prove its lawful establishment, as well as
the identity proof of the representative or the principal
person in charge.

IV. The parties .may entrust one to two persons as
litigation agents. Foreign parties who need a lawyer to
represent them in litigation must entrust a lawyer of the
People's Republic of China.

When entrusting others to conduct litigation on one's
behalf, a power of attorney signed or stamped by the
entruster must be submitted to the People's Court. The
power of attorney must specify the matters entrusted and
the scope of authority. For a litigation agent to admit, waive,
or change the litigation claims on behalf of the client, to
reach a settiement, to file a counterclaim, or to appeal,

special authorization from the entruster is required.

Contact person: Li Shaojie
Tel: 0086-027-65686717

Address : Intermediate People's Court of Wuhan



Municipality of Hubei Province, No. 156 Changging Avenue,
Jianghan District, Wuhan Municipality, Hubei Province,
People's Republic of China

Notice is hereby given,

Date:2025.05.07
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The People’s Republic of China
Intermediate People’s Court
Wuhan Municipality, Hubei Province
NOTICE OF PARTIES’ RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS IN
A LAWSUIT

According to the relevant provisions of the Civil
Procedure Law of the People's Republic of China, the parties
enjoy the following litigation rights in the lawsuit:

|. The parties enjoy equal litigation rights and status in
the litigation process. The plaintiff has the right to waive,
increase, or change the litigation claims. The defendant has
the right to admit or refute the plaintiff's litigation claims
and to file a counterclaim.

Il. The parties have the right to apply for recusal, but
they must state the reasons.

lll. The parties have the right to collect and provide
evidence and the right to cross-examine the evidence
presented by other parties in court.

IV. The parties have the right to request the court to
mediate, and they also have the righ.t to reconcile on their
own,

V. The parties and their agents have the right to apply

to review or copy materials and legal documents related to






the case. If they believe that there are omissions or errors in
the records of their statements, they have the right to apply
for correction.

VI. If the parties are dissatisfied with the first-instance
judgment of the case, they have the right to appeal.

According to the relevant provisions of the Civil
Procedure Law of the People's Republic of China and the
Interpretation of the Supreme People’ s Court on the
Application of the Civil Procedure Law of the People's
Republic of China, the parties shall bear the following
litigation obligations:

l. The parties must sign for the legal documents served
by the court in accordance with the law.

li. The parties must accept the lawful summons of the
court and attend the litigation at the specified time and
place on time. If the plaintiff, after being lawfully
summoned by the court, fails to appear in court without a
valid reason or leaves the courtroom without permission
from the court, the case will be treated as withdrawn. If the
defendant, after being lawfully summoned by the court,
fails to appear in court without a valid reason or ieaves the
courtroom without permission from the court, a judgmentin

absentia will be rendered according to law.






Ill. The parties are responsible for providing evidence to
support their claims. If they submit evidence in a foreign
language, they must attach a Chinese translation.

IV. The parties must exercise their litigation rights in
accordance with the law, abide by the court rules, and obey
the direction of the presiding judge. They must obtain
permission from the presiding judge to speak in court.
Personal attacks on other participants in the litigation are
prohibited.

V. The parties must comply with legal documents that
have taken effect.

VI. The parties shall pay the case acceptance fee and
other litigation expenses according to the regulations.

The .parties shali bear corresponding legal
responsibilities for the consequences of failing to fulfill their

litigation obligations.

Date:2025.05.07
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The People's Republic of China
Intermediate People's Court
Wuhan Municipality, Hubei Province
NOTICE ON MEMBERS OF THE COLLEGIAL PANEL

(2025) E 01 Min Chu No.173

This court has accepted and filed the case on the
disputes over reputation rights infringement between the
Plaintiffs, People’s Government of Wuhan Municipality,
Hubei Province, People’s Republic of China, Chinese
Academy of Sciences and Wuhan Institute of Virology of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences v. the Defendants, The State
of Missouri, the United States of America, Eric S. Schmitt,
Andrew T. Bailey, and formed a collegial panel for trial in
accordance with the law. In accordance with Articles 40 and
47 of the Civil Procedure Law of the People’s Republic of
China, we hereby inform the parties concerned of the
composition of the collegial panel and other related

matters.

Collegial Panel Members
Presiding Judge: Jiang Ning
Judge: Yin Wei






Jjudge: Pei Lu
Trial Supporting Personnel:

Judge Assistant: Li Shaojie

Clerk: Zhu Jiexian
Right to Request Recusal

According to Article 47 of the Civil Procedure Law of the

People’s Republic of China, if a party believes that the
judges, judge assistants, or law clerks have a connection
with the case or other circumstances that may affect the
fairness of the trial, the party has the right to request their

disqualification.

Contact Information

Contact Person: Li Shaojie

Tel: 0086-027-65686717

Add: Intermediate People's Court of Wuhan Municipality
of Hubei Province, No. 156 Changqing Avenue, Jianghan
District, Wuhan Municipality, Hubei Province, People’s

Republic of China

Date:2025.05.07
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